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University Partners to Establish Human-
Environment Research Station 
JANUARY 21, 2015 
Georgia Southern Signs Memorandum to Begin Research in Ecuador  
Mindo Coudforest Foundation (MCF) President 
Brian Krohnke shakes hands with Acting Vice 
President of Research and Economic 
Development Dr. Don McLemore, as MCF 
Technical Director Leila Tania Lopez De la Cruz 
looks on. The University and MCF today signed 
a memorandum of understanding to officially 
established Georgia Southern University’s first 
permanent research station in Latin America. 
The new partnership will provide opportunities for faculty, undergraduates and graduates to conduct 
innovative and groundbreaking research on sustainable livelihoods and development, transnational 
connections, reforestation, climate change and more. 
Georgia Southern University has signed a memorandum of understanding with the Mindo 
Cloudforest Foundation (MCF) to establish the Human-Environment Research Station (HERS) in 
Milpe, Ecuador. 
Georgia Southern President Brooks A. Keel, Ph.D., and Georgia Southern professor Rob Yarbrough, 
Ph.D., joined MCF President Brian Krohnke and Technical Director Leila Tania Lopez De la Cruz to 
sign the memorandum on Wednesday. 
“It’s always a good day to see the Eagle Nation spread a little wider,” said Keel. “This historic 
event…truly does allow us to forge a partnership to establish our first permanent research station in 
Latin America. Students and faculty will be able to experience South American culture and heritage 
while gaining valuable research experience.” 
The MCF is an Ecuadorian nonprofit organization dedicated to the preservation and restoration of 
bird habitat in the Ecuadorian Andes. It also seeks to promote bird tourism and reforestation. The 
partnership will provide an opportunity in South America for University faculty, undergraduates and 
graduates to conduct innovative and groundbreaking research on sustainable livelihoods and 
development, transnational connections, reforestation, climate change and more. 
“This is such an exciting new partnership,” said Yarbrough. “This is a tremendous new opportunity 
for our faculty and students to engage in human-environment research.” 
Krohnke and Lopez De la Cruz will join University professors to discuss the organization and 
research opportunities. The Department of Geology and Geography seminar will be held Thursday, 
Jan. 22, at 4 p.m. in Herty room 2112. The event is open to the public. 
“This project is exactly the thing we want to do at Georgia Southern in order to live up to our 
promise to be student-centered,” said Keel. “ I challenge you not to let this be the last project, 
rather I sincerely hope that today marks the first of what I hope will be many such agreements that 
expand the educational horizons of our students and faculty.” 
Georgia Southern University, a public Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers 
more than 125-degree programs serving more than 20,500 students. Through eight colleges, the 
University offers bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of 
academic achievement. Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered and hands-on 
approach to education. 















Two Faculty Members Recognized as Most 
Awarded 
JANUARY 21, 2015 
Two Georgia Southern faculty members were recently named among the most awarded professors 
in the state of Georgia by OnlineColleges.com. 
Diana Sturges 
Associate Professor of child and family development Trent Maurer, Ph.D., 
and Associate Professor of human anatomy and physiology Diana Sturges, 
Ph.D., were named to the list, which recognizes the top professors in 
Georgia through various accolades. 
The Regents’ Teaching Excellence Award, the Regents’ Teaching 
Excellence Award for Online Teaching, the U.S. Professors of the Year 
awards, sponsored by CASE and the Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching, and the Regents’ Scholarship of Teaching and 
Learning Award are some of the awards OnlineColleges.com looks at when selecting top faculty 
members. 
The website looks at winners of these awards from the past five years, along with online student 
ranking numbers from the professor rating sites RateMyProfessor, RateMyTeachers and Uloop, to 
determine the “ultimate list” of top professors in Georgia. 
Trent Maurer 
In September, Sturges was selected as a recipient of the Regents’ 
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) Award, one of the highest 
honors for faculty at Georgia’s public colleges and universities. 
Also in September, Maurer’s research was featured in the fall 2014 edition 
of the National Teaching and Learning Forum. He also was awarded the 
Regents’ SoTL in 2011. 
For more information regarding the list, visit OnlineColleges.com. 
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Two Members of the IT Services Team Receive 
Award of Merit 
JANUARY 5, 2015 
Each year the Georgia Southern Staff Council sponsors the Staff Awards of Excellence Ceremony, 
which honors those that have dedicated many years to the service of the University with the Years 
of Service Award and those that have demonstrated exceptional service to others with the Award of 
Merit. Award of Merit nominees are employees who have improved the work environment, exhibited 
excellent customer service and shown true character and dedication to Georgia Southern’s mission.  
This year two members of the IT Services team received the Award of Merit. Ashlea Anderson and 
Sonya Chance are part of the Center for Academic Technology Support (CATS) team. Ashlea serves 
as the Assistant Director for CATS and Sonya serves as Technical Support Manager. Sonya has been 
a part of the University for nine years; Ashlea has been aboard for five. 
When you ask either what service is all about you’ll get nearly the same answer: making sure that 
our student, faculty, and staff customers know they are important and to give them the technical 
assistance and tools they need to accomplish their goals. Instead of just reacting to requests for 
help, Ashlea and Sonya both express the need to anticipate their customers’ needs and to 
proactively build a culture of service to those customers.  
Dr. Steven Burrell, Vice President for Information Technology, said this about these award winners: 
“I am so proud of Ashlea and Sonya. They exemplify all the attributes we value in IT professionals – 
they are technically competent and consistently provide excellent service to University community. 
Moreover, they are passionate about Georgia Southern’s mission and the role that technology 
service plays in transforming the lives of our students. They understand that their service, no matter 
how simple or small can have a big impact towards students realizing their life-goals.” 
 
Ashlea and Sonya with Dr. Burrell 
 Ashlea with Dr. Burrell 
 
Sonya with Dr. Burrell 














Georgia Southern Donates Golf Winnings to 
CASA 
JANUARY 22, 2015 
 
Georgia Southern faculty member and Chair of CASA’s Board of Directors Merry Gallagher, left, 
University President Brooks A. Keel, Robert Whitaker, vice president of Business and Finance, Carter 
Collins, men’s golf coach, Larry Mays, director of golf, and Lainie Jenkins, executive director of CASA 
pose for a photo as Keel presents a donation to representatives of Bulloch CASA. A team of golfers 
representing the University won the 2014 Chancellor’s Fall Classic Charity Cup golf tournament, 
making the donation possible. 
Georgia Southern University today donated $1,500 to the Bulloch Court Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA). The gift, a result of the University winning the 2014 Chancellor’s Fall Classic Charity Cup 
golf tournament in Athens, Georgia, was presented by President Brooks A. Keel to Lainie Jenkins, 
executive director of CASA. 
“We always appreciate Georgia Southern’s participation with our program, but this kind of donation 
helps in many ways,” said Jenkins. “A lot of our funding is designated for certain things, but with 
this being an undesignated amount, we can use it for anything we may need. The whole point of 
our program is to see that children don’t languish in foster care.” 
Keel was honored to present the award to the CASA representatives. 
“CASA is a wonderful organization in our community,” he said. “The volunteers at CASA work 
tirelessly to support children in need. We at Georgia Southern are so pleased to be able to 
demonstrate our appreciation for all that they do for the children of Bulloch County.” 
CASA is a state funded program to recruit, screen, train and supervise community volunteers to 
advocate for the best interests of abused and neglected children involved in Superior Court 
deprivation proceedings in Bulloch, Effingham, Jenkins and Screven Counties. 
“This donation helps get the word out about CASA, and even though we’ve been here for quite a 
while, what’s really important is that the community understand what we do, the importance of our 
program and how we help children,” said Georgia Southern faculty member and Chair of CASA’s 
Board of Directors, Merry Gallagher. 
The members of the winning golf team were Robert Whitaker, vice president of Business and 
Finance; Larry Mays, director of golf; Carter Collins, men’s golf coach and Emily Kuhfield, women’s 
golf coach. 
Last year, the University donated their winnings to the Boys and Girls Club of Bulloch County. 
Georgia Southern University, a public Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers 
more than 125-degree programs serving more than 20,500 students. Through eight colleges, the 
University offers bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of 
academic achievement. Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered and hands-on 









Georgia Southern Professor Selected as the 
2015 University Science Teacher of the Year 
for the State of Georgia 
JANUARY 15, 2015 
Dr. Laura Regassa, professor of Biology at Georgia Southern University has 
been selected as the 2015 University Science Teacher of the Year for the 
State of Georgia by the Georgia Science Teachers Association. Read the full 
press release from the Georgia Science Teachers Association. 
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